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Yes, but…starting from scratch, it can take many months of work. Few of us have that amount of ‘spare’ time... and the AAC user has to wait meanwhile...              �             �                


Also it’s sometimes easier to alter existing pages than to start with a ‘blank slate’. So why not start with a vocabulary that somebody else has created, and then use the time you’ve saved to ‘personalize’ it- involving the user if possible - and to get on with the important jobs of teaching, parenting, delivering therapy? NB. It’s easier to alter vocabulary content than scan patterns, structure or layout, so it’s important to check out the hardware first and get the right starting point. Of course there are also other vocabularies to choose from - CALLtalk is only one - look also at eg. IDV2, Gateway, WordPower, Expresstalk, LLL and more.








To find out more about CALLtalk, contact the relevant supplier directly, as above, or contact the authors: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sally.millar@ed.ac.uk" ��sally.millar@ed.ac.uk� or 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:janet@larcher.co.uk" ��janet@larcher.co.uk�
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CALLtalk Users


��


Primary school pupils with reasonably good educational potential (mainstream and/or special settings) whether following mainstream curriculum or IEPs.


Relatively cognitively and language-able children aspiring to acquire at least some degree of literacy – ie. for whom ‘talking’ and writing in sentences could be a realistic long term target.


Users frustrated by limited vocabs. 





Introducing CALLtalk 1+ and 2 


A huge pre-stored vocabulary for dynamic screen voice output communication aid (VOCA)


Enhanced and fully symbolised (PCS or WLS) 


Available for different systems


Powerful sentence building and literacy capacities


Accessing new features of new hard & software


More efficient layout for switch users (CALLtalk 2 only)
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CALLtalk Suppliers


CALLtalk is available for several different hardware platforms, from the following suppliers:


DynaVox (Series 4 & 5) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dynavox.co.uk" ��www.dynavox.co.uk�   


Tel: +44 (0)1384 446789


Possum (Say it Sam)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.possum.co.uk" ��www.possum.co.uk�


Tel: + 44 (0)1296 461002


Sensory Software (The Grid 2)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sensorysoftware.com" ��www.sensorysoftware.com�


Tel: +44(0)1684 578868


TechCess (Tellus/Mind Express)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.techcess.co.uk" ��www.techcess.co.uk�


Tel: +44 (0)1455 213708
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Why use a pre-stored vocabulary?


I can create a uniquely personalized vocabulary!








CALLtalk Overview �





What systems is CALLtalk available for?





CALLtalk was designed primarily for school children, but can also be used by adults, if adapted and personalized. It is more complex than a ‘beginner’ vocabulary. It goes beyond pre-stored phrases/ basic functional communication. Users need to understand topic categorization and be starting to put two or more words together. It is for direct touch screen users, keyguard users, and switch users.











New Features & Versions        � �


The original version is CALLtalk 1. Some new versions of hardware & software offer new features and facilities so CALLtalk has recently been revised to take advantage of these (CALLtalk 1+). Depending on the specific platform, these include:


Launching other applications


Playing music & videos


Access to the Internet & Email


SMS messaging & phone use


Environment Control


CALLtalk 2 incorporates these new features plus a new layout to offer enhanced efficiency of scan patterns and faster access for switch users.

















CALLtalk is available for several different hardware and software platforms. It is also available with different symbol options (PCS, Widgit Literacy Symbols, and some DynaSyms), and photos & other images can also be added in. Check with the supplier re versions available.


(in alphabetical order)


DynaVox


DynaVox  Series 4


(on DV4 /MT24)


DynaVox  Series 5 


(on V Max/ V)


Possum   (V1)


Say it Sam (on tablet)


Sensory Software (V2)


The Grid 2 (on any PC based tablet)


TechCess (V1,1+, 2)


MindExpress (on Tellus 3+/ Mobi)





Theoretically, CALLtalk could be implemented in other software.  – contact CALL Scotland to discuss.
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Key Features of 


CALLtalk (all versions)





Huge vocabulary (c. 3,000 words & phrases) but only 30/35 symbols per page


Very consistent layout


Sentence Starters


Grammatical elements available from every page


Word prediction built-in


Self-closing popups, for speed


‘All on one page’ worksheet type pages for use in classroom activities.
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