	CALLtalk: Options and Availability 2009

It is now a few years since the first version of CALLtalk appeared. Since then, a number of suppliers have revised and enhanced their software and/or their hardware. CALLtalk has been revised and reversioned in line with this. Here is the current ‘state of play’ for each.

	Software
	Hardware Platform
	Symbols
	CALLtalk Version
	Availability
	Supplier, Price & Upgrade policy, Sales and Support

	Say it Sam
	Say it Sam Tablet
	PCS*
	1


	Now
	From Possum www.possum.co.uk 

No plans to upgrade to 1+ or 2 . This version of CALLtalk 1 was  ‘tidied up’ but has a much smaller verb collection than the versions on other software. It is really CALLTalk 1- (ie minus)  Device seems to be being phased out…….

	DynaVox

Series 4
	DV4 / MT4


	PCS

(Dynasyms**)
	1
	Now
	From DynaVox www.dynavox.co.uk   

The original version of CALLtalk 1 can still be purchased (some gaps in it) but no upgrade planned for Series 4. In future, new purchasers of CALLtalk for older series 4 machines will be provided with V 1+ (and will just not use those features that are not relevant to their machine).

	DynaVox

Series 5
	V Max / V


	PCS

WLS***

(Dynsyms)
	1+

2
	Now / Soon
	From DynaVox www.dynavox.co.uk
Purchasers are offered 1+.  Not clear whether there is demand for a Version 2  

	The Grid 2
	Any PC or PC based tablet/VOCA
	PCS

WLS
	2
	Now
	From Sensory Software www.sensorysoftware.com 



	Mind Express
	Tellus 3+

Tellus Lite
	PCS

WLS

Bliss****
	1

1+

2
	Now

Now 

Now
	From Techcess www.techcess.co.uk 

All CALLtalk versions available.

The Grid2 version can also be supplied in Tellus hardware

	BoardMaker Plus! /  SD Pro
	Any PC based tablet/VOCA
	PCS

WLS
	2
	? MAYbe in future  if any demand for it. Feedback on this needed.
	Development of this was planned (original version of CALLtalk was built in SDP, so version 1- does exist) but so far demand for an updated version has been nil, so unlikely to proceed with this 

	Viking Communicator
	Tobii  aids or communication any PC based tablet/VOCA
	
	
	
	Initial negotiations were opened, but though it looked likely at one point, it is now looking unlikely. Perhaps in the future?


Suppliers vary in how they ‘package’ and sell symbols and vocabularies, Please note that with some systems, you have to buy the symbol set separately and in addition to the software and communication vocabulary. 

*
Mayer Johnson Picture Communication Symbols 

**
Dynasyms are available as they come with the machine, therefore can be selected as alternates to PCS or where a PCS symbol does not exist, if desired. However, CALLtalk was not designed to run with Dynasyms only/mainly and this option is not recommended

***
WLS – Widgit Literacy Symbols (coloured symbols, the latest version of the Widgit Rebus symbol set)

****
Bliss symbols are available as they come with the machine. However, CALLtalk was not designed to run with Bliss only/mainly and Bliss is not normally mixed with other symbol systems, so this option is not recommended.

