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In this session you will:

1. use computer speech for proof-reading and correcting

2. back up your voice file.

Getting Started – Connect the microphone, start ViaVoice, select your voice model and say
“Computer-Dictate-to-SpeakPad”. Now switch the mic off.

Dictate and Correct Errors – We will do a little more dictation and then get the computer to help
with proof-reading.

1. Practise, then dictate the text below:

2. Switch the mic off and correct any errors

Use Computer Speech for Proof-reading – Now we’ll get the computer to help with proof-
reading the text to find mis-recognised words. Carry on dictating the text below:

It is very important that you correct any mis-recognised words. ViaVoice can help you do this by reading
back the text that is on screen. Note that this may not be the same as the text that you read into the
computer.

Use ‘Begin Reading’ to Read Text 4

Speech recognition training session 4 [NEW PARAGRAPH]

Name [COLON] student's name [NEW PARAGRAPH]

Tom didn’t like writing [FULL STOP] [NEW-LINE]

Whenever he picked up a pen his hand seemed to shake and the marks he made on the page

never quite matched the ideas that were in his head [FULL STOP] [NEW-LINE]

It was so frustrating [EXCLAMATION MARK] [NEW-LINE]

Even when he tried to take a lot of time to produce his best handwriting people said that his
spelling was atrocious [FULL-STOP]

He had seen adverts on television for a speech recognition system [FULL-STOP]

People talked into the computer and words would appear on screen [FULL-STOP]

It looked very impressive [comma] but there must be a catch [FULL-STOP]
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1. Highlight the text you have just dictated and then click on Dictation > Begin Reading, or
press ALT-D, then B. The ‘agent’ will appear and read out the text. Click on the Pause
button under the agent to pause after each sentence or the red Stop button to stop.

2. If you want to hear a particular word or sentence, highlight it and select Begin Reading
again. Highlight each sentence in turn and use the speech to listen to and find errors. Use
Playback and Begin Reading to listen to what was said and what was actually typed. Then
use the Correction Wndow to fix any errors.

3. Once all the errors have been corrected, say “Computer-Print” to print the text.

4. Then say “Computer-Save” and save the file as MySession4.

Dictate Dialogue - When you dictate a story to the computer, you will need to use inverted commas
to mark the words that are spoken by the characters in the story. Try dictating the following:

Homework Story 2 – Complete the last part of the Homework story training. Tell ViaVoice to process
the voice file.

Back up Voice Files – Now that you have spent time and effort creating a voice file, it is a good idea
to back it up so there is a copy in case anything happens to it.

Click Dictation > Dictation options > User and then click Backup user. ViaVoice will create a
backup of the voice file.

If your voice file gets damaged – for example if someone else uses your voice file by mistake, or if a
session goes badly  and the file gets saved accidentally, you can restore your backup file by clicking on
Restore User.

Recap – Dictate the things you have learned in this session: about reading the text, using punctuation,
training commands and backing up your voice file. Save the file as MySession4B.

Finish – Change to the Test User and exit from the program. Bring a poster or picture from a magazine
to the next session.

Scott put on the microphone and started the computer [FULL STOP] He clicked on the
speech recognition program [COMMA] and made sure his voice file was loaded [FULL STOP]
He switched on the microphone and started to dictate [FULL STOP, NEW LINE]

Suddenly the door opened and his little brother came in [FULL STOP]

[OPEN QUOTE] What are you doing [QUESTION MARK] [CLOSE QUOTE] said his brother [FULL
STOP]

[OPEN QUOTE] Scram [COMMA] you wee pain [CLOSE QUOTE] said Scott [COMMA] in his usual
brotherly manner [FULL STOP]

But he had forgotten to switch the microphone off and when he looked back at the computer
he saw that it had typed [OPEN QUOTE] Scramble you read the [CLOSE QUOTE] [FULL STOP]

[BEGIN QUOTE] Now look what you’ve made me do [EXCLAMATION MARK] [END QUOTE] he
shouted [FULL STOP] [OPEN BRACKET] And the computer typed [BEGIN QUOTE] There equate
mainly due [END QUOTE] on the screen.

His brother looked at the expression on Scott’s face and vanished [FULL STOP]


