
 

 

 

CALL Scotland 

University of Edinburgh, 

Paterson’s Land, Holyrood Road 

Edinburgh EH8 8AQ 

    

HUhttp://www.callcentrescotland.org.ukU 

 

Accessible Formats from Local 
Authority Library Services 

Quick Guide 
July 2010 

Paul Nisbet 

 

There are a great many titles readily available for loan as audio books and Large Print 
through your local library service.  

Most local authority library services have online catalogue where you can search the entire 
stock of books held across the authority. The online catalogues usually let you search for 
different formats, including audio books, Large Print, Braille and eBooks.  

When you search for a book, we suggest you use the Advanced Search options and type 
the name of the author or the title that you are looking for, then limit the search for the 
type of format you want, such as “Audio Book”, or “Book – Large Print”. If you just search 
for the title, you’ll get all the copies that are held – paperback, hardback, DVD etc as well 
as the format you want.  

We created the table below via an internet search. A tick indicates that the library online 
catalogue offers that particular format of book. Please let us know if any of the links or 
details are incorrect.  

As well as searching online, remember you can also phone the library service and ask the 
librarian if they have the book you want in the format you need.  

Local 
authority 

Online catalogue Audio 
books 

cassette / 
CD 

Audio 
books 

down load 

Large 
Print 

Braille eBooks 

Aberdeen 
City 

http://opac.aberdeencity.gov.uk/TalisPrism/ 
click on More Search Options and search 
by Collection e.g. Large print Books 

     

Aberdeen
shire 

http://prism.talis.com/aberdeenshire/ 
click on More Search Options and search 
by Format e.g. Braille 

     

Angus http://library.angus.gov.uk/ 
click on General or Junior then Keyword 
Search and set Limits for Large print, 
Spoken Word on MP3 etc 

     

Argyll and 
Bute 

https://lib.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ 
click on Audio Books or Large Print on 
the links at the left side of the screen 

     

Clackman
nanshire 

http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/culture/library
catalogue/ 
no option to limit the search by format  

     

City of 
Edinburgh 

http://prism.edinburgh.gov.uk/TalisPrism/ind
ex.jsp 
click on Advanced Search and search by 
Collection e.g Large Print 

     

Dumfries 
and 
Galloway 

http://library.dumgal.gov.uk/vs/ 
click on Advanced Search and search by 
Type, e.g. Spoken Word CD  

     

Dundee http://opac.dundeecity.gov.uk/cgi-
bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/BSEARCH 
click on Advanced and search by Material, 
e.g. Talking Books, Large Print 

     
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East 
Ayrshire 

http://www.east-
ayrshire.gov.uk/content.asp?URL=http://libc
atalogue.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/uhtbin/webcat  
choose your library or click Guest then click 
Power Search and search by Media e.g. 
LARGEPRINT 

     

East 
Dunbarto
nshire 

http://195.194.111.219/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profi
le=main#focus  
click on Search our Catalogue, Advanced 
and search by Limits e.g. Coll: Spoken 
Word on CD 
To download an audiobook, click on My 
Account then Audiobook Downloads 

     

East 
Lothian 

http://www.libcat.eastlothian.gov.uk/TalisPri
sm/ 
Click on Advanced Search and search by 
Collection or e.g. Large Print, Children’s 
Audio Books 

     

East 
Renfrews
hire 

http://opac.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/TalisPris
m/ 
click on Advanced Search and search by 
Collection or by Format, e.g. Large Print 

     

Falkirk http://195.188.198.247/ 
click on Advanced Search and search by 
Media, e.g. Spoken Word CD 

     

Fife http://www.libcat.fife.gov.uk/TalisPrism/ 
no option to limit the search by format – 
search for the title and then look through to 
see if audio or Large print is available 

     

Glasgow 
City 

http://libcat.csglasgow.org/  
Click on Advanced Search and search by 
Media, e.g. Books, Large Print 

     

Highland http://libraries.highland.gov.uk/TalisPrism/ 
Search by Collection, e.g. Large Print 
Catalogue 

     

Inverclyde http://ipac.inverclyde-libraries.org/cgi-
bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/BSEARCH   
Click on Advanced and search by 
Collection, e.g. Junior Fiction Large Print 

     

Midlothian http://libraries.midlothian.gov.uk/ 
Click on Advanced Search and search by 
Media, e.g. Books, Large Print 

     

Moray http://prism.moray.gov.uk/TalisPrism/ 
Click on Advanced Search and search by 
Format, e.g. Books, Large Print 

     

North 
Ayrshire 

http://www.libraries.north-
ayrshire.gov.uk/TalisPrism/ 
Click on Advanced Search and search by 
Collection or by Format, e.g. Large Print 

     

North 
Lanarkshir
e 

https://librariesnl.northlan.gov.uk/vs/Vubis.c
sp 
Click on Fuller Search and search by 
Material Type, e.g. Books, Large Print 

     

Orkney http://212.219.208.10/TalisPrism/ 
No option to limit the search by format – 
search for the title and then look through to 
see if audio or Large print is available 
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Perth and 
Kinross 

http://193.63.61.5/TalisPrism/ 
Click on Advanced Search and search by 
Collection or by Format, e.g. Talking 
Books, Large Print, Braille 

     

Renfrews
hire 

https://libcat.renfrewshire.gov.uk/vs/Vubis.c
sp 
Search by Format/Type of material e.g. 
ATB – Adult Talking Book (this returns 
childrens’ books too) 

     

Scottish 
Borders 

http://librarysearch.scotborders.gov.uk/ab/ 
Type the author/title plus the format (e.g. 
Dahl audio) into the Search box and then 
Refine the search results 
and 
 

     

Shetland http://library.shetland.gov.uk/TalisPrism/ 
Click on Advanced Search and search by 
Format, e.g. Talking Books, Large Print 

     

South 
Ayrshire 

https://library.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/ 
Use the Popular Searches list to look for 
‘eReads’ (eBooks), Audio Books and Large 
Print, or click Advanced Search 

      
(Adobe 
ePUB) 

South 
Lanarkshir
e 

http://www.library.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/ 
Click on Advanced Search and search by 
Format, e.g. Books, Large Print, Spoken 
Word 

     

Stirling http://lib.stirling.gov.uk/ 
No option to limit the search by format – 
search for the title and then look through to 
see if audio or Large print is available 

     

West 
Dunbarto
nshire 

http://libraryonline.west-
dunbarton.gov.uk/rooms/portal/page/263_Br
owse_Library_Stock 
Search using the links on the page or click 
Advanced Catalogue Search and search 
by Item Type e.g. Talking Book – CD 

     

West 
Lothian 

http://webpac.westlothian.gov.uk 
Click Search then Advanced Search and 
limit the search for Formats, e.g. Large 
Print, Talking Book CD 

     

Western 
Isles 

http://lib-cat.cne-siar.gov.uk/ 
No option to limit the search by format – 
search for the title and then look through to 
see if audio or Large print is available 
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