
 

 

 

Digital Files from Publishers 
Some publishers can provide digital files of books for you to use or adapt into 
accessible formats. In most cases, the file is a PDF, although it’s always worth asking 
if they have other formats such as DOC, if that’s what you want.  

The publisher may not be able to give you a digital file for some books. For example, 
the PDF may not exist if it is an older title, or the publisher may not have access to it 
(it may be held by one or more printers). 

When you ask a publisher for a digital file, always provide: 

• The title, author, edition and ISBN of the book(s) you want;  

• why you need the book and what you want to do with it.  

Most publishers are willing to help print-disabled pupils read their books, but they 
want to make sure that it is only those pupils who get the digital book and that you 
are not asking for it so you don’t need to buy the paper copies. Most publishers ask 
you to sign a declaration that you will only give the digital file to particular pupils. 

Sometimes the publisher will incur costs to provide you with a digital file and in these 
cases, the publisher may ask you to pay for the file. In other cases, there is no 
charge. 

 Publisher Contact Policy    

Collins education.vip@harp
ercollins.co.uk 

Collins may be able to provide PDFs for visually 
impaired students. 

Hodder 
Gibson 

VIP@hodder.co.uk Hodder provide PDFs of some of their titles. 
They usually charge you for the cost of 
providing the file. The charge can vary from 
zero, to £35 or more. 

Nelson 
Thornes 

Jane Beale, Sally 
Connolly 
sally.connelly@zone
13.co.uk  

Nelsons can provide PDFs of some titles.  

TJ Maths http://www.teejayp
ublishers.co.uk/ 
0141 880 6839. 

TeeJay can provide PDFs of books (different 
sections of the books as different PDFs) for the 
same price as the paper book. 

Pulse 
Publications 

 Pulse say they cannot provide PDFs of their 
books. 

Leckie and 
Leckie 

http://www.leckiea
ndleckie.co.uk/ or 
0131 220 6831. 

Leckie and Leckie can usually provide PDFs of 
their books. Most titles are available. There is 
no charge provided you have bought a paper 
copy. Ask for a ‘VIP PDF’ which will have 
editable text. An ordinary PDF is usually just an 
image file. 

Heinemann Permissions@pears
on.com 

Heinemann will provide PDFs free of charge if 
they are available.  
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