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PAID FOR AUDIO BOOKS

These companies are only some of those which offer a range of modern and classic texts on Audio
D or MP3, all using human readers. Some are subscription where you are committed to purchasing
a set number of books but there are advantages in the special offers they have and the excellent
prices that they claim. Others you purchase as normal. Delivery charges vary, some have sample
audio to listen before you buy, one has a rental scheme, another a trading option. Note that many
High Street’ bookshops and music shops also sell audio books.

Amazon
http://www.amazon.co.uk, then click on Books > Audio books. Audio CD books. Some special offers.

Audible

http://www.audible.co.uk

Over 13,000 audio books available for download. Individual books are discounted or you can sign up
to download one book per month for £7.99 or two books a month at £14.99. Free iPod Shuffle if
you sign up for a year.

iTunes
http://www.apple.com/uk/itunes/store/
Downloadable audio books for iPods from iTunes. Audible.co.uk is often cheaper.

Listen20nline

http://www.listen2online.co.uk/|2echannel/static/index.cfm

“Listening to a book is anything but a cop-out - research shows that children who listen to books
read more books and have greater levels of comprehension." (Kati Nicholl, Daily Express audio book
reviewer.) Good range of contemporary audio CDs at reasonable price. Audio downloads are linked
to audible.co.uk

Naxos Audio Books

http://www.naxosaudiobooks.com

Mainly classic (relatively few children's/contemporary) audio books with new service from their
download shop with MP3 downloads - prices vary.

Play.com

http://www.play.com/Books/AudioBooks/NAVSUB/5-/RegionHome.html

€D audio books and has Playtrade which enables the buying and selling of 2" hand audio books.
Free delivery.

CALL Centre

University of Edinburgh, Paterson's Land, A L L C entre
Holyrood Road, Edinburgh, EH8 8AQ

Tel: 0131 651 6236
http://www.callcentrescotland.org.uk Copyright © CALL Centre 2008



http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.audible.co.uk/
http://www.apple.com/uk/itunes/store/
http://www.listen2online.co.uk/l2echannel/static/index.cfm
http://www.naxosaudiobooks.com/
http://www.play.com/Books/AudioBooks/NAVSUB/5-/RegionHome.html

RNIB Online Shop

http://onlineshop.rnib.org.uk/shoptab.asp

RNIB sell Daisy audio books, which are often cheaper than a commercial MP3 version. E.g. Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory is £5.99 (read by David Thorpe) compared to £9 for an MP3 version
from audible.co.uk (read by Eric Idle).

Simply Audio books

http://www.simplyaudiobooks.co.uk

This company offers Audio CDs and downloads with subscription packages for purchase or rental.
Free audio books are available through the "audiobook download of the month program”. You need
to join then choose your subscription: downloads cost £6.95 for 1, £12.95 for 2, £17.95 for 3;
rentals are £5.95 for 1, £11.95 for 2 selections at a time in any one month, but as soon as the book
is returned you can order another one/two.

Talking Books

http://www.talkingbooks.co.uk

Reasonable selection. Prices vary. Wider selection of children's in the audioville section
(https://talkingbooks.audioville.co.uk/) which is the download shop.

Walker Books
http://www.walkerbooks.co.uk
Some of the titles for younger children are available with an Audio CD and/or activity CD packs.

LIBRARIES AND CHARITIES

Calibre Audio Library and Young Calibre

http://www.calibre.org.uk/ and
http://www.calibre.org.uk/decYoungCalibre/modResourcesLibrary/HtmIRenderer/aboutyoungcalibr
e.html

Free postal service for adults and children with print disabilities. 8,000 audio books; 1,400
children's books. All members can borrow books on MP3 CD while only the visually impaired can
borrow audio cassettes. No charge. 2 books can be borrowed at a time.

Listening Books: The National Listening Library

http://www.soundlearning.org.uk

National charity supporting pupils and schools. Library of over 1000 titles of audio books for
children. Yearly membership: £45 (2 CDs at any one time, and Internet download); £30 (CDs only);
£20 (download only). Schools can also take out membership - if you want to borrow more than 2
CDs at a time it can cost more - contact the Library for details.

Oxfam (and other charity shops)
http://www.oxfam.orqg.uk/shop click on Books, then Audio books

A variety of donated audio books at low cost (e.g. £2.99 per CD).
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RNIB Talking Book Service
http://www.rnib.org.uk/xpedio/groups/public/documents/publicWebsite/public_talkingbooks.hcsp
Over 14,000 titles on Daisy audio CD (requires a specialised Daisy MP3 player). You can join if “you
live in the UK and cannot read ordinary print (standard typescript N12 or less) at normal reading
distance using glasses”. It costs £50 per year if you have your own Daisy player, or £73 a year for
which you get a Daisy player on loan. (Local authorities may pay the subscription.) You can have 6
books on loan at a time. RNIB also have a hew BookStream book club where you can download Daisy
audio books and listen to them with Daisy playback software on your computer.

School and Local Authority Libraries
School and local authority libraries often have (and if they don't, they should) a good range of
commercial audio books on CD.

FREE AUDIO BOOKS

Newspapers and magazines often give away audio book CDs. The sites below generally offer books
which are out of copyright or which authors have specifically made available in audio format for
free. The text version for many of these is available for free download at the Project Gutenberg
website http://www.qutenberg.orq/wiki/Main_Page. You can create your own audio version
(computer voice) with suitable software.

Audio Books For Free

http://www.audiobooksforfree.com/home

Extensive collection of free books which are recorded by human readers. Lots of old classics but
also good traditional children’s stories. Formats available - CD and MP3 CD.

LibriVox

http://www.librivox.org/

Wide range of free audio books. Produced in the US by LibriVox volunteers who record chapters of
books which are in the US public domain and release the audio files back onto the neft.

Project Gutenberg Audio Project

http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Gutenberg: The Audio_Books Project

Project Gutenberg is starting o add human voice audio books to their free collection. They use
many of the recordings from the two mentioned above. They also have audio books that have been
recorded with computer voices.

The Talking Book Store
http://www.talking-book-store.com/free.html
Some free samples from this commercial audio book seller.
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