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Suggestions for use:   
1) Identify if the listed features are required for your client.  If so, either place a check or 
specifications in the Required Feature column.   2) Mark any features that are not necessarily 
required, but are desired in the Wish List Feature column.  3) Identify 1-3 possible devices and 
insert their names in the Device columns and mark which features each has.  You can also 
indicate if more information is required.   4) Completion of the prior steps should assist you in 
identifying which device(s) best fits your clients needs, abilities, and wishes.  
 

Key Features Required 
Feature 

Wish List 
Feature 

Device 1 Device 2 Device 3 

Dedicated Device      
Integrated Device      

      
Symbols/Message Keys*      

None       
Objects       
Photos       

Symbols      
Symbols with Text      

Letters (Alphabet)      
Words/Text      

Font Size      
Color Symbols       
Black & White      
High Contrast      

Ability to Hide or Mask Keys      
Vocabulary Organization/Representation      

Visual Scene      
Single Meaning Symbols      

Phrase/Sentences      
Core Vocabulary      

Activity (Situation) Based      
Categories      

Alphabet/Spelling      
Icon Sequencing      
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Key Features Required 
Feature 

Wish List 
Feature 

Device 1 Device 2 Device 3 

Navigation (Levels/Pages)      
Single Level of Messages       

Multiple Levels       
User Changes Page/Level      

Facilitator Changes Page/Level      
Static Display      

Dynamic Display      
Number of Cells/Messages per Page/Level      

      
      

Message Display Types*      
None      

Text      
Symbol      

Speak Each Word/Sentence      
Speak on Demand      

Highlights as Speaks      
Size of Message Display      

      
      

Speech Output      
Digitized Speech (recorded)      
Synthesized Speech (digital)      

Both      
Other Language      

Gender Specific Voice      
Length of Recorded Speech      

Memory      
Appropriate Volume      

Speaker Required      
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Key Features Required 
Feature 

Wish List 
Feature 

Device 1 Device 2 Device 3 

Access      
Size of Cells      

Number of Cells      
Sensitivity of Cells      

Keyguard      
Direct Selection Type 

*Direct Selection Survey 
     

Optical/Infrared Head Pointer      
Eye Response      

Joystick/Mouse/Taction Pad Capable      
Manual Head Pointer/Mouth Stick      

Indirect-Scanning/Switch Input 
*Assessment  of Motor Control for Scanning  

*Switch Placement Assessment *Establishing 
Switch Access 

     

Scanning Type      
Auto Scan      

Inverse      
Step Scanning      

Auditory Scanning      
Visual Scanning (i.e. visual cues)      

Circular      
Linear      

Row/Column      
Quadrant      

Group      
      

Number of Available Ports      
Infrared/Wireless Switch Capability      

Rate Enhancement Features      
Word Prediction      

Abbreviation Expansion      
Quick Phrases      
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Key Features Required 
Feature 

Wish List 
Feature 

Device 1 Device 2 Device 3 

Keyboards      
External (Plug-In)      

Onscreen      
ABC (Alphabetical)      

QWERTY      
Other      

      
Portability/Wheelchair Mountable      

Weight      
Portable      

Carrying Case      
Desktop Mount      

Wheelchair Mount      
      

Power Sources      
Battery-Regular      

Rechargeable Batteries      
Number of hours of continuous use with full 

charge/fresh batteries 
     

      
Other      

Environmental Control Features      
Access Specific Computer Programs      

Online Training      
Phone Support      

Regional Sales Support      
Extensive Programming Required?      

Phone      
Internet Access      

Durability      
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